Ioway~Otoe~Missouria Narratives
Baxoje~Jiwére~Niit?achi Wérage

IOWAY-OTOE
personal narratives

Worage -- Wéka"

Worage are stories of the People, that have
occurred in a known time period and are
based on historical facts. On occassion, a
spiritual intercession and/ or aid is rendered
by the Spirit World. Such stories have a
novelistic style. They record local accounts
of tribal or personal events, as seen in
“Hi"kufii (My Grandmother)”, and to recall
the immediate past way of life, to inform and
entertain one who has not heard the story.
These Worage may be told at anytime, not
being restricted to the Autumn and Winter
Seasons, as is the case with Wéka".

Wéka" concern the distant past.  The
characters and heroes are holy immortal
beings, although they may be killed
temporarily. Some of these beings take on
an appearance of human beings, who are
also holy, as seen by their ability to
communicate with animals. Some of these
wéka" are sad, tragic, even brutal, but the
majority are quite comical and all are quite
entertaining having universal appeal to
listeners of all ages. All wéka" end with the
phrase: “Are gahéda hagu ke (That’s when I
started back [home])” These stories may
only be told during the winter.
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Ioway~Otoe~Missouria Narratives
Baxoje~Jiwére~Niit?achi Wérage

Julia Small (Wa"sigeChéMi: Buffalo Person Woman) was Otoe-Missouria (Buffalo Clan)' married to a member of the Sac
& Fox Nation of Missouri Band in Kansas & Nebraska, who in turn, was adopted into the loway Wolf Clan. Her husband, Robert
Small (Kapakechi= Sac Clan Name; MafiiHi= Wolf Clan Name), was a fluent speaker of Baxoje (Ioway language), and his own
Sac language, as well as English. Julia did not speak English; she spoke only Jiwére - Ntt*achi (Otoe - Missouria language). As
such, she spoke the language in a classical style of former days. In terms of literary standards, she exemplifies the fine narrative
skills of the older monolingual speakers, who accentuated proper grammatical form with syntax variation to provide an eventful
and explicit view of life from the traditional Baxoje-Jiwére-Nut achi perspective.

In classic Baxoje-Jiwére language, speech was customarily compounded and integrated into a single complex, as is evidenced in
her excellent narration. Subsequent generations have tended to speak in a more simplified version of the language, with an ever
more frequent use of English for most occasions, as was stressed to them in the government and missionary boarding school
education.

Julia Small had spent most of her life among the loway near Perkins, Oklahoma. In 1936, when she told the following story of her
grandmother (“Hinkufii”), she was the last survivor of the loway Medicine Lodge. The story was dictated by her to Gordon
Marsh, who dutifully transcribed it, and translated into English with the assistance of her husband, Robert Small.

This current transcription and retranslation by this editor (JGT) with notes is taken from Julia Small’s original oral Jiwére dictated
text in 1936 to Gordon Marsh. It is presently written in the current orthography being utilized for other text publications and
manuscripts for contemporary use. The native narration style is kept in both the Otoe-Missouria and English texts by the retaining
frequent introductory terms, sentence repetitions and custom evidential statements (“it seems,” “they said”). At the risk of
burdening the reader with unnecessary verbage, it is hoped that a more accurate insight for the traditional oral rendering will be
acheived. The story is formatted with indented lines to suggest the original oral rhythm of the narration.

' One Ioway Otoe member (RMJ) stated that Julia Small was of Owl Clan, as she had named her children, giving them “Owl Clan names”. This cannot be
affirmed, however, there are known exceptions to the tradition of bestowing only the Clan names of one’s own clan, when elders of one Clan were asked to name
members of another Clan, such as occurred for the individual above. Januarﬁ6 1998
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Hi"kaii

Watéhta pagra"da gixrarafiashgu"? Ché kujaraiiashgu”.’
Hi"kafii mi"tawe hi"ka ih" aré, ¢himiifieda waruxashgu".
Gixra" woyoge-rawashgu".*

Igra" gratogre, nahéshge wogishigu jinanena wahirefiafie ki.’

~~~~~~

Hi"kafi mi"tawe wane gratogre wahirewadie ki. Na
warithru"hu" sime, k*i"hifiena aré uya"washgu".

K"owe x4"je ida agrifiafie hahda agufiegi.
Wabhire ibadharé t"afiashgu”.

Nayi"jirana 7 t"4"wena k" oweda fii Gjerashgu”. K owe
uwarana fii fiinashgu”.

idare $hu"kéfii wakipa, é ki. “Dokefie. Hi":: Ni irogrefie ga.
Pihi uwarashgu". Aré ida fidyu nanashgu”.
Idare hi"kafii ida hiashgu". Ida hina ut*a"washgu". Ni

rahdaghgu”. Ni gihdé rahdaghgu”. idare fii rodadaya"shgu”.

idare ha"we thréje fii rodadaya”shgu”.

2 gixrd" (hunt) + 1é (go) + fie (they all) + ashgu” (it seems; it is said It
indicates a past action, that was heard about, but not witnessed.)

* kuje (shoot) + 1é + fie + asgu”.

* w(a) >o (them) + uyuge (join together) + ré + wi (they two) + asgu”.

...gra (her own one) + togre (together with)....ji (arrives) +nane (sitting) + na
(and); wahire (be ill) +iie + afe (they say) + ki (Female ending to sentence).

¢ 114 (dead) +mafii (walk) +iie + afie; ...[a + gu (start back) +ie = (they start
back)] + fie +ane.

" nayi" (standing up) + ji (arrive) + ré + na.

5

My Grandmother

The Otoes at the first went out hunting, it seems. They went
to shoot buffalo, it seems. My grandmother, my father’s
mother, married when she was a girl, it seems. They joined
the hunt, it seems.

She and her husband went with them when suddently disease
came and set in, and they were sick, they say.®

They were walking (as) dead, they said. And then, they
(decided to) to come back, they said.

My grandmother (of) mine, her man together with him
those two were sick, they say. Pulling poles the horses were
and it is (that) they lay between them’, it seems.

They arrived at a big creek, they said, after they had started
back.

The sick (people) they died of thirst, it seems.

She got up and started for the creek to go look for water, it
seems. She went along the creek, (buz) there was no water, it
seems.

She met some dogs, she said. “They are wet. Well, they must
have discovered some water.”

Again (in turn), she found it, it seems. And there, there was a
pool of water, it seems.

And then, my grandmother got there, it seems. She arrived
there, and jumped in, it seems. She drank water, it seems. She
drank a lot of water, it seems. And then, she laid down in the
water, it seems.

And then, all day she laid in the water, it seems.

8. Most likely this was the small pox epidemic around the 1830’s.
°. A travois.
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Idare bi kiyida"na” e fiuhifiashgu”. idare ga nahéshge
broge gixra" agrafiashgu”. [dare agrafiechi dagtiiine.

idare ida ya"shgu". ida ya"na hérodagi giashgu".

Gu nahéshge ¢hi réxrige aré ida griashgu”. Hérodagi agrafie
hi"kafii ida griashgu”.
Jégixe uchifiashgu". Dak”o shoje hiddadafie nahéshge
wa'"Shige t"afie. N4 jégixe épona hidwawaiie. Aré wa"Shige
t afie aré wegrahkijefiashgu”.'’

Hédare hi"kufii wadashgu". Nahéshge ta wéhayifie Shi" ta
A$hu" wartje dagire nahé” shu" wagiwaxu'iie.

Idare hi"kafi warudhashgu" warGje. Aréda war(ije wak™i"na
guashgu”.
Gunana sigé ¢hi réxrige shigéda griashgu”. Wa'shige t"afie
réha" ¢h”ashgu”."!
Idare gareda fifyuxojena idare manuiashgu". Wéiigrerashgu".
Maya" wochéxi aré uwashgu".

idare wartije wégra”edhe xrafiashgu™e. Mafii grahashgu”.
Wayére”i wa"ashgu" “e. Hi"kufli aré iroda"we ré
nahé”shgu" dagthiine.

“Ta"d4 wanahék™are.” iraShgu". Ashgiwéxa giwa" nahashgu”.

Adare adashgu"”e. Mat6 éwa nanashgu”. Hi"kuiii: “Jare
éwa ¢h”émi hile ga.” 4nahéske, hi"kafii.
Mato6 ndne éwana.

“Hinégo, ¢h"éri shkuii hiie ke, Hi"ylne.” ¢ ashgu’.

" w(a) >e (them) + gra (own ones) + (r)uhkije (tie something on) + fie (they) +
ashgu" (it seems).
"' ch”\(e) (die)+ dsgu”. NOTE: 3pp = tafie (they die/ died).

And then, about sundown, she got out of the water, it

seems. And then, she started back, when lo! All the hunt(ing

party), they had went back home, it seems. And so, because
they had went home, there was nothing.

And so, she lay down there, it seems. She stayed there and the
next morning, she started out, it seems.

She started out and lo! She came to a camp site where they
had stayed, it seems. In the morning, they had gone, (when)
when my grandmother arrived there, it seems.

They camped by a lake, it seems. The fire smoked here and
there, and lo! people had died. Trees were leaning out all
along the lake. The people who had died, they tied their own
ones on them, it seems.

And then it is, my grandmother saw them, it seems. And
lo, there was dried meat, even meat, whatever food indeed,
(that) they had poured out (sacrificed) for them (the dead).

And then, my grandmother took some, it seems, the food. It is
then, she packed up the the food and she started out, it seems.

She started and again she came to a camping site, it seems.
People had died, a lot had died, it seems.

At that time it was foggy, and she got lost,it seems. She went
wandering, it seems. The country was difficult that she came
came through, it seems.

So then, she ate up all her food; she was hungry, it seems. She
kept on going along towards home, it seems.

Someone, indeed, it called to her, it seems. My
grandmother went toward it, nevertheless there was nothing.

“Where is it from,” she thought, it seems. The one calling was
extremely close, it seems.

And then she saw it, apparently. A grizzly bear
sitting down (there) was the one (saying it), it seems. My
grandmother saying: “This is the one (that’s) surely to kill

ER)

me.
The Grizzly Bear was sitting there, she was saying.

“No, I will not kill you, my daughter,” he said, it seems.
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“Ho: C¢hina ta"d4 warahushge '* ida arigrafiagri ' hfie ke.”

“Ho, Aré rire rigrawa" ke; hawa" nahé"e. Aho: Hi"yune torigi
rath*éda maya" jégi igyuwaragri '* hiie ke.”

Rafii hi"na $hoje jirara hi® minashgu”.

“Ho: u"graxre ' re. China ritawe ida hi"gri hiie ke,”
éashgu”. Nayi" jirana mani, grashgu”. Idare hi"kani
uxrégrashgu”. Arédare ind" mafii grashgu” "a.

Hi"kufi x"afiine $hkafiashgu". Mato éwa™i"¢hi.

Xraii $hkufiina fif gihdo rahda $hkufiashgu”. Adare mato

éwa’washgu".'® idare ndyi"na ugith*ashgu".

“Ho: Hinyune, gixra" na"u" goshi hanaré ke. Aré urdweda
ida ragri hiie ke.”

“Ho: Natarigrada" ke, Hi"yane. Aré wa"Shige tafie na™u"
uwafie ke. Wiraweda ho, rigratogregi.”

“Wanaxi gihdo aré ke. Gixra" na™u"uyu ke. Ho, aré¢hi na™"
rubri” rigratogre ke.”
“China ritawe gashu" ashgi hi"gri ke. Ashgi hi"gri ke,”
é ashgu”.
“Hi"yune, gixra" na”u" gbshi hanare ke. Ho: jehéda"
arigrafaji'’ ke.”

12 ta"da (wherefever]) + wa (from) + ra (you) + hu (come) + $hge (perchance).
B a-[ha (I)]- +ri (I - you) + gra (own one) + d(i)>a) (have/ having) + gri
(arrive home). NOTE: How “afii” (to have) is distributed in the conjugation
order.

4 ig(i>y)uwa (right here- from) + ra (you) + gri (arrive home).

!5 u - [hi" (me) + gra (own one)] + - xre (follow) . NOTE: “uxré” (to follow).
16 éwa (he is the one who) + “u™> *w (do/ did) + aghgu" (it seems).

7 a[ri (I - you) + gra (own one) + i(i) >a (have/ having) + ji (arrive here).
NOTE: “afii” (to have).

“Ho!, the town wherever you come from, I’m going to take
you back.”

“Ho! It was you, I was calling to you, when I called. My
Daughter, in the future when you die, you will come back to
this country right here.

He was smoking tobacco and the smoke went up now and
again (as) he sat puffing, it seems.

“Ho! You follow me (your own one). We will arrive
back to your town,” he said, it seems. He got up and started
walking back home, it seems. And then, my grandmother, she
followed him, going back home, it seems. It was then, she
walked with him, going back home, it seems.

My grandmother wasn’t tired, it seems. Because the grizzly
bear was the one who caused this.

She was not hungry nor drank a lot of water, it seems. It was
the grizzly, he was the one who did it, it seems. And then, he
stood up and it talked to her, it seems.

“Now, My Daughter, there is the hunting path right over
there (that they are traveling on). When you follow it, you
will arrive back home there.

“Now then, I take pity on you, My Daughter. There are
(some) people (who) have died (and) they are going along the
road. You must go around them, while I am with you, (as you

are) my own one.”

“There are a lot of spirits. They fill up the hunting road
(traveling). Well! Because of it, [ am together with you, my
own one, on the wrong side of the road (opposite them).”

“We are arriving close to your village now. Near here, we are
arriving back home,” he said, it seems.

“My Daughter, there is the hunting trail right there. Well now,
I have brought you this far.”
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“Ho: Hi"yaine, Gixra" na™1" uwé $hkuiii ho.” Mato naha
éwana: hashgu".

“Ho: Hi"yane, wa"Shige nawe na™" uwagrahé ke. Ho:
Hi"ytne, Gixra" na™i" uwé shkani ho. Na™u" gixéwo ho.”

“Ho, aré gashu" ke. regri hiie ke.” Adare hi"kuiii ga”ashgu”
~e. Adare hahda graghgu".

“Na™i" artwagwashgu” gixra” na™i". Mat6 naha éwana:
“Gixra" na™" uwé §hka"ii ho.” Hi"kufi éwa”u'na gixra"
na™i" uwaguhashgu”.

. r N s n r 7w ;. . . r
A gixra” na™i’ uwagu. Nahéshge wanaxi nawe gixra "
na’" iwagashgu".

Adare hi"kafii wanaxi woxre gri“ashgu”.

T/ awina aré wabéfena aré ix"a"washgu".

Aré giiwashgu” “e. Adare woxre grina hi"kufii éwana: “Wayé
direwi je.”
“Wach”éhiMi”
“Mi"re ke. Mi"sda" hagri ki,” é"ashgu”.
“Aré hi"grawi ke.”
Hi"kuiii nayi” jirana grashgu”. Aré pi grijashgu”. Bri'rara
$hkufiashgu”.
Idare ida ¢hina griashgu" *a.
“Uda agatane '® ki.” Wégrakiparanaghgu"."

ahifiashgu".?

Wégragu

Shiime *0"fiena wégragwahifiashgu"?' Idare waagrifiashgu"*

¢hinada. Dahnahe bé agrifiashgu”, T afiechi.

'8 aguiie (they come back); hagi(he) (I am coming back); agita hiie (they re
going to come back);

' w(a) > e(them) + gra (own one) + akipa (meet)+ ré (go)+ -fie(they) + ashgu"
(it seems).

2 w(a) > e(them) + gr(a) (own one) + agl (go after) + ahifi(e) (they arrive) +
4Shgu".

21 w(a) > e + gr(a) + [gwa = agl + ahifi(e)] + ashgu".

2 wi(a) + aiii (have/ having) + agrifi(e) (they arrive home) + 43hgu".

©

“My Daughter, don’t travel on the hunting road.” The Grizzly
Bear was the one who was saying (this), it seems.

“My Daughter, there are two persons going along the road.
Ho! My Daughter, don’t travel along in the hunting path. Go
away from the path.”

“Well! You are about to arrive home now.” It is then, my
grandmother started to come back, it seems. And then, he
went back home (the grizzly bear), it seems.

She traveled along, it seems (that) hunting road. The Bear told
her: “Do not travel in (that) hunting road.” My grandmother,
she went and did it, she went along the hunting trail, it seems.

And so, (he told her, but) she went following along
the hunting trail. And lo, two ghosts/ spirits were
following along going back on the hunting trail, it seems.
And then, my grandmother over took the ghosts, it seems.

Those two had died, and they had put them away, and they
came to life, it seems.

The two started going back, it seems. And then, she caught up
with them, my grandmother, (and) she was saying: “Who are
you?”

“Kills Them Woman.”
“Itis I. Alone I come back home,” she said, it seems.
“We’re going home too.”

My grandmother got up and started back home (again), it
seems. She was all right, it seems. She was not weak, it
seems.

And then, she arrived back home there to the village, it seems.

“Somebody (pl.) is coming back.” They went to meet them,
their own ones, it seems. They came for their own ones, and
got them, it seems.

They used horses and went after them, it seems. Then they

brought them back, their own ones, it seems, to the village.

They left a good many of them, it seems, because they were
dead.
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Hi"kuii mitawe mato ixowaiie ki. Aré hi"kuiii mitawe
unaxire maté int nahashgu”. Ida ~a"pidahashgu”.

A hi"kaiii rafi gipi ki. Ha"we kirana.
Aré ha"hedage rafii hi"mina. Aré mato xa"je éwa
gigi"dhashgu”.
Aré hi"kafii washwéhi ki. Aré ha"wegi aré mékaré shu" aré
wégra™u” ki.

r s LI ;o o e , I3 7 .
Aré ha wegi hi"kafii mitawe médka 0"grage aré wégra™u" ki.
Aré ha"wegi hi"kfii mitdwe ix"a"hegragi ki. Ha"we hi"giro
Shkaiii ki.

Bafi grébra” thata ~shuda" hi"grabere ki.
Aré ha"wegi hegra™thu ki.
Aré hi"kafii mitawe matd xa"je maya" ta"da nahéda aré ida int
nahé ihare ki.
Thére é"e torigi Waka"deyine igafie maya" jégi aré t"a"we jida
hi"kaii mitawe é e hi"girudhesge ihare ki.

Ha, Aré hi"kufii mitawe ix*a"hegragi {"gwahunaghgu"?

n 24

Aré waxwada" with"are i"grarashgu".” Wanaxi.

Ha, aré gahédix”a"hegragi*ashgu™* Ha"wegi haré

gahédahashgu”.*®
Wa"AsigeChéMi (Watdéhta)

My grandmother had the spiritual power of the bear.”’

3 hi®-(me) + [i- + gra- (own one) + -wahune= gwahun(e)] + ashgu".

* w(a) (something) + ich™(e) (speak of) + aré (it is); hi"- + gra + ir(¢) +ashgu".
2 gahéda” (the last) + ix*a"h(i) (be speaking about) + (h)a >e (I) + gra + ki
(self) + ashgu".

* gahéda” (this far) + ha- (I) + ashgu®.

%7 That is to say, that the Grizzly Bear People had blessed her with spiritual

©

And it seems (that) my grandmother’s spirit/ soul is with the
bear. There is a way, it seems.

My grandmother liked to smoke tobacco. Every day.

Even during the night she sat puffing tobacco. It was the big
grizzly who had taught her, it seems.

And my grandmother was a doctor. And today it is, the (same)
medicines indeed (she used), I use them (for) my own ones.

And today, the medicines my grandmother told me about
they are (the ones) 1 use them (for) my own.

Today, I got talking about my grandmother. It does not make
me feel good (to)day.

It has been almost fifty years since she left me.
Today it is, I reminisce about her.

The country where the great grizzly is, I think my grandmother
is there with him.

And I hope in the future, (the one) they call him God’s son,
that when he comes down to this land, I hope he takes my
grandmother for me.

Ha, my grandmother it is, [ am telling about her, my own one.
She knows me, her own one, it seems.

And pitifully I am speaking, (for) she thinks of me, (her)
spirit, it seems.

That is the last (as) I am talking for myself. Today, that it is, it
is the end, it seems.

Julia Small [Female Buffalo Person] (Otoe)

powers.
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